MILITARY FUNERAL

The funeral took place at the General Cemetery on
Wednesday, with military honours, of Lieut. J.A. Harman,

Lieutenant John Augustus
Harman

Royal Flying Corps
Killed 17th November 1917
Aged 24

Born 15 June 1893

R.F.C., whose death took place at Kirton Lindsey on the

previous Sunday. The Rev. N.C.
Marris, Vicar of Holy Trinity,
conducted the service. The coffin,
draped with the Union Jack, was borne
to the grave by six officers of the
R.F.C., and a large contingent of the
R.F.C. followed in the funeral train.
The firing party was furnished by the
North Staffords, and the customary
three volleys were fired over the
grave, the buglers of the Staffords
sounding the “Last Post.” Lieut.
Harman, who was a native of London,
was 24 years of age. Among the immediate relatives were
Mr. and Mrs. J. Harman (mother and father). Mr. Edward
Harman (brother), Mr. E.G. Harman, C.B. and Mr. P.C.
Harman (uncles). Many handsome floral tributes were
received from: The Officers “A” Flight, - Squadron, R.F.C.
Father and Mother: Charlie and Edward, brothers,
N.C.O.’s and men, “A” Flight, - Squadron, R.F.C: Two
Brother Officers, “B” Flight — Squadron, R.F.C., small
token of respect and sympathy from Leach: Officers Head
quarters — Squadron R.F.C. Mr. and Mrs. R.H. Kingsford.
N.C.0.’s and men, “B” Flight: Sergeants mess,
Headquarters R.F.C.: Corporals and men, Headquarters,
R.F.C. Mr. Picksley, of Kirton Lindsey, was the
undertaker.
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“Amidst every token of sympathy the
funeral took place at Gainsborough
Cemetery, Lincolnshire, of Lieutenant
JOHN AUGUSTUS HARMAN, R.F.C.,
who was accidentally killed whilst flying
in Lincolnshire (where he was stationed
and had a host of friends), at the early age
of 24. The deceased officer, who was the
eldest son of Mr. John Eustace Harman
(Barrister-at-Law of Lincoln's Inn) and
Mrs. Harman, of 45, Onslow Square,
London, was educated at Edgeborough,
Guildford and Uppingham School. In the
summer of e 0
1915 he came [ 8
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inthe AS.C,,
with which he served at Sulva Bay, Egypt
and Salonica. At the beginning of 1917 he
joined the R.F.C., and got his wings in
Egypt. He returned home in June of this
year, and was attached to the home
defence squadron. His younger brother,
Lieutenant C. E. Harman, was wounded
and captured at the Battle of Loos in
September, 1915, and is a prisoner of war
in Germany. The funeral was fully
military, and started from the headquarters
of the 33rd Squadron R.F.C., Lincoln.”

From “Flight”
December 13 1917
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Lieutenant John Harman was the son of a
London barrister from 45 Onslow Square....
In the summer of 1915 he returned from
Ceylon, where he had been working on a
tea plantation. He received a commission
from the Army Service Corps and he served
with them in Gallipoli at Suvla Bay, Egypt
and Salonika. In early 1917 he transferred

The information below about Lieutenant
Harman is by kind permission of Stephen
Cooper—it is from a chapter of his book to be
published in August 2012, “The Final Whistle:
A History of the Great War in Fifteen Players.”
The book details members of Rosslyn Park
Rugby Club in London who died in the Great
War. John Augustus Harman had played for
the club.

to the Royal Flying Corps.

He began his aviation training on 1st March 1917 in Egypt... By June he had won his wings
and was on his way to England...

After making a brief stop in London to see his parents he took a cab to Kings Cross and
boarded a train for Lincolnshire to join 33 Squadron.... Harman joined “B Flight” at Kirton-in-
Lindsey.

Stephen Cooper mentions a Zeppelin
raid which took place a month before
Harman was killed. In this raid New
Zealand pilot, 2nd Lieutenant H.P.
Solomon, who is also buried at
Gainsborough, was killed. He crashed
at the landing ground just across the
Trent at Gainsborough.

On October 19th, what was to be the largest
Zeppelin raid of 1917, took place with eleven
Zeppelins seeking targets in the industrial cities of
the North and Midlands. Harman was on duty at
Kirton Lindsey when a warning was sent from his
fellow 33 Squadron crews at Brattleby airfield that a
Zeppelin was overhead. To their amazement, two

bombs from the silent and unseen Zeppelin L41 had suddenly exploded just a few
hundred yards away from their twinkling flare path.

On this night Lieutenant Harman was flying his “Fee”. His machine guns were loaded with
the new explosive bullets designed by Pomeroy and Brocks. He took off from Kirton at
20.00, pilot of F.E.2d A6375 with first airman Booth as his observer. Only 40 minutes later
he had to return with engine trouble. Of four planes from B Flight that took off between 7
and 8 p.m. that evening three had to return. A fifth searched the sky for over two hours but
had to land at Elsham due to fuel shortage. Another F.E.2b crashed at Gainsborough,
killing the New Zealand pilot Harry Solomon.

...Determined to see some action against the Zepps, Harman went out again later that
same night with Lieutenant Stevenson in
B1884, taking off at 0100 for a fruitless 50
minute patrol. By that time it was too late: high
altitude gales had battered the Zeppelins and
swept them southwards towards London,
which experienced its first airship attack in
more than a year.

The night of October 19th/20th would be the
last of the big airship raids, but John Harman
and the RFC were not to know that. This
became known as the ‘silent raid’ because no , K
one on the ground had heard the noise from | [ TS
the Zeppelin engines.

Second Lieutenant H.P. Solomon’s
grave in Gainsborough Cemetery.




Taken from 'The Final Whistle: the
Great War in Fifteen Players' by
Stephen Cooper, to be published in

On the night of November 17th, Harman took
off again ... He was an experienced pilot and

August 2012. he was used to night flying. Knowing that to

have any chance of intercepting any high-

flying airships, he would need to start his
own climb early, he circled steadily into the towering darkness. At night a pilot relied
on his sense of balance, which could often mislead. A slight banking turn, for
example, could cause sufficient G-force to give the impression that he was flying
straight and level. Under those circumstances it was dangerously easy to stall the
aircraft, which often led to an uncontrollable spin with little chance of recovery. Jack
Harman was never to return, but crashed at Hibaldstow, a few miles to the north-
east....

...The expense of ten guineas was added to his unpaid Mess bill, and the bereaved
father was requested to certify that he would ‘pay all outstanding debts incurred by
the deceased".

The story handed down in the Harman family is that ‘Uncle Jack’s plane broke up in
the air before he could reach the Zeppelin’. We now know there was no Zeppelin
that night, but at the time could Harman and the Home Defence fliers of 33
Squadron on patrol ever have been sure? For a War Office under severe public
pressure over its repeated inability to provide an adequate defence system to repel
the raiders, a flying accident’ was perhaps an expedient explanation. The
unpalatable option was to admit that our military aircraft - made at a government -
owned factory - were simply not good enough, that young pilots were being sent up
to almost certain death and that, as a result, England and its citizens were
effectively defenceless. We can only speculate, as the official record is silent; John
Harman, ‘eldest and dearly loved son’ lies in Gainsborough General Cemetery and
keeps his own counsel.

'KILLED WHILE FLYING AT NIGHT,

Lieutenant Harman’s Casualty Card
states that he was night flying. Court of
Inquiry “The court having considered

the evidence are of opinion that-
o

2

He had graduated as Flying Officer on

2

Death was result of an aero .
accident. Right—
The aero F.E.2.B was in a Lt. Harman is
satisfactory state & that there is G\?g:ehgeﬂc:r?zl
no evidence to prove that the sl Moot
contrary was the case.

Thq cause of accident can be Photo courtesy &
attributed to an error on the part of Richard North. |
of the pilot.”

6.17




Szt o

A F.E.2b plane with officers believed to be from 33 Squadron. Photo courtesy of Mark
Parker, Australia. Lt Harman was flying F.E.2b plane B416, a plane very similar to this,
when he crashed. This plane is A5654 and was being flown by Lieutenant Thomas H.
Coupe (from Blackburn) when it crashed at Scampton on 26th July 1917. He is one of
six members of 33 Squadron killed in 1917 and 1918 who are not buried at
Gainsborough, they were taken to their home towns in England and Scotland for burial.
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